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Greetings parents, 

 

There’s the old joke that there are two seasons in Nebraska.  Winter and road 

construction.  Something similar can be said about education these days.  We have two 

“seasons” in a school year.  Testing and more testing.  At the last school board meeting, 

the topic of testing was brought up and I thought I’d share with you information about the 

tests we take, why we take them, and what we do with the results. 

 

It might seem to you like every time you talk to your children, they might be talking 

about a test that they took in school.  And these aren’t your typical classroom tests that 

you would expect at the end of units or chapters.  These tests are often tests taken which 

interrupt the regular instruction we associate with the typical school day.  These tests tend 

to measure students’ overall ability or skill sets rather than assess them on content 

knowledge.   

 

So the big question is:  why do we take so many tests?  An answer you might hear is “the 

state and federal government require us to take those tests.”  While that is true, the tests 

don’t have to be just something we do to fulfill our government mandates.  They are a 

useful tool to help us identify strengths and weaknesses in our students on an individual 

and classroom level as well as identify areas where our teaching and curriculum may 

need improvement.  When we look at these tests as more than a mandate, we can truly 

work to improve education for our students on a school-wide and an individual basis. 

 

The success stories from our recent round of testing are already flowing in.  Because of 

the results we got at the beginning of the year, we were able to set goals with our students 

and alter our instruction to meet their needs.  The junior high teachers report that on the 

most recent round of MAP testing (which measures overall academic skills), our junior 

high students showed higher than average growth.  In the elementary, our AIMSWeb 

scores have showed some great individual growth by many of our students.  Because of 

this growth, our students are not only better prepared to meet the challenges of our state 

tests later this spring, but they have improved their own skill sets and are better prepared 

to meet the challenges of their academic futures.  That, in turn, will help them have better 

success in life. 

 

So, yes, it may seem that we do a lot of testing at school, and we do.  However, when we 

use the data we get from our tests to improve instruction and target individual students 

for increased assistance, those results can empower us to give our students a better future.   

 

Have a great February! 

 

A. J. Johnson 

Superintendent 



Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you have enjoyed the first month of 2017.  May you have the best of luck 

with your New Year’s Resolutions. 

 

The students and teachers have been very busy at Hartington-Newcastle Elementary 

completing AIMSWeb testing, Stars Reading and Math assessments and earning 

AR points.  February will be a month filled with opportunities to check for learning 

in the elementary as well.  Grades 3-6 have begun NWEA MAP testing. This time 

of year can be very trying for students and teachers during testing, however the 

results allow teachers to analyze student’s current levels of understanding.  The data 

is used to drive the direction of instruction in order to meet the needs of our 

students and increase their success.  

 

Happy Feet is a program sponsored by the Wellness Committee for grades 4-6.  The 

program promotes healthy living through instruction of healthy eating habits and 

modeling of physical activities.  Students participate on Monday nights for six 

weeks.  Thank you to everyone that has volunteered their time to help make the 

program such a success for our students. 

 

Due to snow days, the elementary will celebrate the 100th day of school on Tuesday, 

January 31, 2017.  That’s right, 100 days have been completed! The lower 

elementary students will celebrate the 100th day by counting 100 items, writing 100 

words, and discussing 100 in every way imaginable.  Can you find 100 things to 

count and share with your children K-3? 

 

Box Top Collection continues!  Please help us to reach our goal of $1000.00 by the 

end of the year.  We are currently at about $500.00!  Thank you to everyone that 

has shared already. 

 

Please continue to send your child to school in appropriate clothing for the weather.  

Nebraska weather loves to change on us and it is important that our students are 

appropriately dressed for their safety.  

 

Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone!   

 

Sarah Edwards 

Elementary Principal 

 



NEWS FROM KEN KNEIFL 
 

 

Remaining ACT Dates 

 

Test Date                                Registration Deadline                     Late Fee Deadline                                                                         

February 11, 2017                 January 13, 2017                             January 20, 2017            

April 8, 2017                          March 3, 2017                                  March 17, 2017 

June 10, 2017                         May 5, 2017                                      May 19, 2017                             

 

*Note: We will attempt to offer the John Baylor ACT Test Prep Program before 

each testing session. The prep schedule for the February 11, 2017 ACT is currently 

underway. You will be able to find it on Mr. Kneifl’s link within the school’s 

website. 
 

You may register for the ACT online at www.actstudent.org.  Mr. Kneifl also has ACT 

Preparation booklets in his office for the students to take. The high school code for 

Hartington-Newcastle Public School is 281-035. 

 

 

SAT Dates 

 

Test Date                               Registration Deadline              Late Fee Deadline                                                          

March 11, 2017                     February 10, 2017                    February 24, 2017 

May 6, 2017                           April 7, 2017                             April 21, 2017 

June 3, 2017                          May 9, 2017                               May 19, 2017 

 

 

The easiest way to register for the SAT is to go online at www.collegeboard.com.  A 

paper registration form may be obtained from Mr. Kneifl. Again, the high school code for 

Hartington-Newcastle Public School is 

281-035.  

 

Students who wish to take the SAT test should be aware that we do offer the John Baylor 

SAT Test Prep Course. See Mr. Kneifl for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


College Rep Visitation Schedule 

 

There are no visits scheduled for February. 

 

 

*Senior Notes 

 

A reminder that the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) can 

now be completed. Again, this is earlier than in previous years. There may be 

some colleges that will not switch their deadlines but you are encouraged to 

complete this early. This application can be found at fafsa.gov.  

 

I get many questions regarding local scholarships. 

 

*The Hartington-Newcastle Education Foundation Scholarship has been given 

to the seniors. The deadline for this application to be handed in to Mr. Kneifl is 

February 28, 2017. 

 

*The local application for many other local scholarships will be given to the 

seniors Thursday, March 2, 2017. 

 

Please let me know of any scholarship awards your son or daughter may 

receive. This needs to be done in the form of written verification. The exception 

to this are the local scholarships as the donors will make me aware of those. 

Scholarship awards are printed in the graduation program and are announced 

at the graduation ceremony. 

 

*Please make sure you contact me if there is any assistance I can give with post 

high school planning. Graduation Day will be here before we know it. College 

visits, college applications, scholarship applications make for a very busy year. 

I wish you the best. 

 

Mr. Kneifl 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Hartington-Newcastle 

Booster Club will be hosting a 

 Soup & Sandwich Supper 
 

 

Friday, February 10th 

Serving in the school cafeteria during the  

Basketball games 5:00 p.m. until gone. 

 
 

Soup, Sandwich and a bar-$7.00 

 

Soup and Sandwich- $6.00 

                                               Soup OR Sandwich- $3.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Soups- Potato, Chicken Noodle and Chili 

Barbeque Pork Sandwiches 

Assorted Bars & Cookies 



TEACHER INSERVICE 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 – Teacher 

Inservice – we will have noon dismissal. 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR ADDITIONS: 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 – Junior High 

Basketball with Wausa – at Hartington – 

starting at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

Saturday, February 11, 2017 – Junior Varsity 

and Varsity Boys Basketball at Plainview. 

Juniors Varsity – starting at 6:15 p.m. – playing 

two quarters – Varsity game to follow. 

 

 



SECOND GRADE NEWS 
Greetings from the second grade classroom.  You will find 24 eager students in our classroom. 

We are fortunate to split our group with two teachers for Reading, Spelling, Grammar and 

Math.  Ms. Molly Ladwig also teaches second grade. Our days are packed with activities and 

responsibilities for everyone. We are striving to reach our goals and becoming a community of 

learners.         

We are well adjusted into a routine, and the students are maturing into young individuals with 

their own opinions and personalities. It’s a joy to watch them become independent thinkers. 

If you stop into our classroom, you may hear the students singing dinosaur songs, water cycle 

songs, states and capitals songs, or even “get to work” songs. This group of students loves to 

sing!  It’s amazing how children remember words to songs. 

In math, students are exploring major mathematical ideas with story problems that deal with 

real-world situations to help students build mathematical ideas that make sense to them. Our 

math series stresses to explain your answer, which gives students a deeper understanding of 

math. We also do a timed one minute addition/subtraction test every day to help us improve our 

facts quickly. We are also adding double and triple digit numbers. 

The Accelerated Reading program and the Pizza Hut Book-It program is in full force. Thank 

you to parents who are reading at home with your child. It truly makes a difference in their 

education when parents play a vital role in what their kids are reading. Prizes are awarded as 

students read and become part of the 25 point club, 50 point club and some are striving for the 

100 point club.  

Thank you to relatives of Emily Climer and Austin Sudbeck who helped us celebrate Veteran’s 

Day. They each told experiences from the military. They brought along memorabilia and their 

military clothing. We even got to see what a MRE looks and smells like.  The kids decided that 

our school lunches are MUCH better. Check out Hefner Happenings on the second grade web 

site to see fun pictures. We truly appreciated their time spent in our classroom.  

We are flying right along in our second grade curriculum.  At conferences we made new 

academic and behavioral goals that will help us to do our best in everything we do.  Students 

love to be rewarded for great behavior.  Keep up the good work!  We are having a great year, 

and you are welcome to pop into our room to see what theme we are working on next. 

Thank you parents for cleaning out your toy box and donating to our prize box. It is now FULL 

of treasures! 

 

Julie Hefner 

 



February News 
 

The first 100 days of the school year were eventful and went 

by quickly for the fifth graders.  In September, besides 

actively being involved in the homecoming activities, the 

fifth graders traveled with the fourth graders to Lincoln.  We 

toured the state capitol and enjoyed the exhibits in Merrill 

Hall.  In December, we celebrated the students’ participation 

in the Accelerated Reader Program, with a Christmas movie 

and refreshments. 

 

Like many past classes, this group has been very active.  All 

of them have been involved in either junior league football, 

volleyball, basketball, band, served as student managers, or 

participated in the Happy Feet wellness and exercise 

program.  None of these activities are required, yet many 

students take advantage of several of these opportunities. 

 

We look forward to many more special things that will come 

to the Class of 2024 for the rest of this school year and well 

into the future. 

 

Submitted by Dave Rehnstrom 

 

 

 
 



CLOSE UP - UPDATE 
 

Hartington-Newcastle Wildcat Stadium Chairs ($45) are for sale.  

If you are interested in purchasing one of these, contact me at 

school by phone or email, 402-254-3947 or llange@hnscats.org.  

 

Our fundraisers for the month of February include: 

 

- Puffins will be delivered 

- Schwan’s – new ID number to use 31078 go to 

Schwans-cares.com 

 

Upcoming fundraisers 

 

- Concession Stands for Booster Club Basketball 

Tournament – March 18 

- Tastefully Simple 

 

The aluminum can trailer is still located at Fischer Feeds. 

 

Thank you for supporting us in our fundraisers.  We appreciate 

your support. As always we will keep you updated on our future 

fundraisers. 

 

HNS Close Up Students and Miss Lange 

 

 

 

 



WELLNESS COMMITTEE  
 

 

"I believe that the greatest gift you can give your family and the 

world is a healthy you," said Joyce Meyer, author and public 

speaker. 

 

The upper elementary has 43 students participating in the Happy 

Feet Program this year - that's a lot of feet! Happy Feet is a popular 

eight week after-school activity program for grades 4-6. The 

program, held on Mondays, is sponsored by the Wellness 

Committee and has been around for over ten years. This program 

continues to be successful because of the great and loyal volunteers 

at HNS and the community who help promote and practice 

wellness through a variety of fun activities.  

 

Free Fruit Friday was celebrated on the last day of the second 

quarter in the high school. The fruit, purchased from the FFA 

program, was offered to each student 7-12. The pears, clementines, 

and apples provided a healthy start to the day while supporting one 

of HNS' extracurricular activities. Look for another Free 

Fruit Friday the second week of March. 

 

Kristi Bult 

Alicia Cornemann 

Co-chairmen of the Wellness Committee 

 
 

 

  

 



NEWS FROM THE AG SHOP 
 

This school year seems to be flying by, but I am enjoying my return to my home 

community. My name is Emma Lammers and I am teaching the agricultural 

education classes and the advisor for the local FFA chapter.  

 

This semester students are enrolled in landscaping, plant science, agribusiness, vet 

science and introduction to agriculture. Landscaping is learning how to use 

landscaping tools to design and are working on a basic landscape design. Plant 

Science students are finishing up the function unit of a flower and will continuing 

on with plant reproduction. 

  

Agribusiness is debating the historical value of the U.S. dollar and seeing how 

economics are playing a role in their everyday lives. Vet Science students are 

exceeding at the concept of health and disease by focusing on the swine industry. 

Introduction to Agriculture students are finishing up the crop unit and will be 

jumping into food science.  

 

FFA has been very active and is continuing to work hard.  Our chapter kicked off 

the school year by hosting the District Dairy Judging contest. On October 1, we had 

our annual fall festival, which was very successful and a lot of fun. November 5 

was our chapter’s degree night. Many of our members received degrees. The 

recipients of the Green-hand Degree were all of our first year members. All second-

year FFA members received their Chapter Degree.  

 

Our chapter’s fruit sales started on October 14th and ended November 14th. We had 

a very successful sale this year. We had 11 members sell over $500 worth of fruit 

and 16 members sell over $1000. As a result of these sales, some of our members 

went skiing on Sunday, January 22nd at Great Bear Ski Valley. We are looking 

forward to another great semester ahead of us which will include, National FFA 

Week, State Degree interviews, CDEs, Labor Auction, and the State Convention.  

 

Emma Lammers 

Ag Ed/ FFA Advisor  

  

 

 

  



Physical Education & Coaching News 
 

It is hard to believe that we are already nearing February and quickly 

approaching the end of basketball season.  The girls’ basketball team has 

worked very hard this year and I personally am very happy with the way 

that they have represented the school to this point.  We have a 10-4 record 

and are the fifth seed in the upcoming conference tournament.  The girls 

have also done well in a couple tournaments that we have played in this 

year.  We won the Creighton Holiday Tournament, got 2nd in the Classic 

Tournament, and the freshman/sophomore girls won the Wausa W-Club 

tournament.  If you have not had a chance to see the girls play yet come 

out and watch them.  We have several games in February. 

 

In high school weight training, we have seen some good improvements 

already in our max out and overall strength.  Our freshman boys/girls 

alternate days and we do circuit training as to get the most done in a short 

amount of time.  In my upper level weight training classes, the kids have 

done a couple different nine week lifting programs, and they have worked 

hard to this point.  Every Friday the kids are excited to get to play games 

and are very competitive. 

 

In Newcastle K-3, and Hartington 4-6th grade PE we have done many 

different units and the kids do fitness exercises every day before doing 

some sort of activity.   The kids have a lot of energy and love coming to 

PE. 

 

It has been a great year to this point and I’m excited to see how everything 

finishes up for our sports teams, as well as continuing to see improvement 

every day in my weight training and PE classes. 

 

Go Cats!!! 

 

Marcus Messersmith 

 



NEWS FROM NEWCASTLE 

ELEMENTARY 
 

The Newcastle Site hosted an open house for 

the community on Friday, January 13th for rolls 

and coffee. They served more than 50 

community members. It was a great turn out 

and the site is excited to do it again soon. The 

staff and students were eager to get community 

members, parents, and grandparents into the 

buildings that wouldn’t otherwise have many 

opportunities to come up to school and 

socialize. The community members were very 

happy to have the opportunity to mingle with 

the teachers, students, administration and 

school board members that were in attendance.  

 

Jessica Gotch 

 

 

 
 

 



MEMO FROM RITA PEDERSEN 
 

The yearbook staff would like each senior to submit the 
following items. Please do so as soon as possible.  
 

- A senior picture image.  See if your photographer could 
email this, the quality of the picture is much better when it 
is sent in digital form.  If you have a CD or digital copy of 
your pictures, choose what you want in the book and for 
the senior slide show and email your photo to this address 
rpeders@hnscats.org.   
 

- You may need to contact your photographer and have 
him/her e-mail your pose to Mrs. Pedersen. Please choose 
a close up shot, done in “portrait” style. If you would like a 
second pose for the senior slide-show, simply let us know 
which image you would like us to use. Most professional 
photographers will release two pictures for “school” use.     

 
- We also need a baby picture and a toddler/early 

elementary picture from each senior. We will scan these 
and return the original to you.    

 

- Each senior will be asked for their favorite, school 
appropriate quote. Please submit to Dayne Morten.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:rpeders@hnscats.org


 
 



 
 



LUNCH ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS 
Parents:  Please remember that your lunch account 
is on a prepayment plan.  When your lunch bill 
comes in the mail/or if you receive an email saying 
your child’s balance is under $10.00, we need a 
payment at that time! If needed, you can apply for 
free and reduced meals at any time during the 
school year. Not only will that help you, but it also 
helps the school!  

Just a reminder:   you can go on Power School and 
check your child’s lunch account balance at any 
time. If you have lost your parent ID and password, 
please call the school, and we can easily give it to 
you again.  



 


